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Abstract

The research titled “Public Fear of Mass Shooting Incidents in the Bangkok Metropolitan
Area” aims to examine how personal factors, media exposure, and attitudes toward police
performance influence the level of fear among Bangkok residents concerning mass shooting
incidents. It also seeks to propose policy-oriented recommendations to mitigate public anxiety
and enhance safety in urban public spaces. This study employed quantitative research design,
collecting data from 396 respondents in Pathumwan District, Bangkok, including university
students, shopping mall visitors, and public space users groups considered at potential risk of

exposure to such events. Data were gathered through a validated questionnaire and analyzed



NIATIVING Az llReans unInendesvinauasiysnil (Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat Law Journal) w29

using descriptive and inferential statistics, including t-tests, ANOVA, and simple regression analysis.

The findings reveal that personal factors such as gender and age significantly affect fear levels,
with females and older participants showing higher degrees of fear. Exposure to mass shooting
news via traditional and online media notably increased anxiety levels, while a positive attitude
toward police efficiency correlated negatively with fear, indicating that trust in law enforcement
reduces perceived insecurity. Overall, the study highlights that fear of mass shootings is not
merely a psychological reaction but also a social indicator of urban insecurity. The study
recommends the implementation of integrated safety measures such as enhanced surveillance
systems, proactive policing, and effective risk commmunication strategies to strengthen public

confidence and alleviate psychological distress in the long term.

Keywords: Fear of Crime; Mass Shooting; Media Exposure; Attitude toward Police; Bangkok
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081/
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¥ Kenneth Ferraro, Fear of Crime: Interpreting Victimization Risk, (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press,
1995), 23.

" Mark Warr, Fear of Crime in the United States: A Conceptual and Empirical Review (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2000), 453.

2 Paul Slovic, “Perception of Risk,” Science 236, no. 4799 (1987): 280-285.

" Mark Warr, Fear of Crime in the United States: A Conceptual and Empirical Review, 457.
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" Kenneth Ferraro, Fear of Crime: Interpreting Victimization Risk, 38.

5 Mark Visser, Marianne Scholte, and Peer Scheepers, “Fear of Crime and Vulnerability among Women and Men: A
Cross-National Perspective,” European Sociological Review 29, no. 3 (2013): 642-654.

** Paul Slovic, “Perception of Risk,” Science 236, no. 4799 (1987): 280-285.

" Mark Warr, Fear of Crime in the United States: A Conceptual and Empirical Review, 487-489.
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4

* George Gerbner et al,, “Growing up with Television: The Cultivation Perspective,” in Media Effects: Advances in

Theory and Research, ed. Jennings Bryant and Dolf Zillmann (Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1994). 182-183.
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